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REPORT 
SELECTMEN 
OF THE 
TOWN OF ORONO, 
FOR THE YEAR 1875-6. 
B A N G O R : 
&£? 
SAMUEL S. SMITH & SON, PRINTERS. 
1876. 
SELECTMEN'S REPORT, 1875-6. 
DISBURSEMENTS—HIGHWAY FUND. 
Paid C. W. Snow, labor, 
Wm. R. Bartlctt, labor and materials, 
John Hurley, labor, 
Wm. Inman, " 
Alden Spurr, " 
Micajah Hussey, labor, 
M. J. Vinal, 
Wm. Marcho, 
Barnard Cane 
Mitchel Cowen, 
Wm. Haggerty, 
Morris McAuliffe, 
J. J. Colburn, " and paid out, 
Joseph Cary, 
R. J. Hamilton, " and materials, 
Patrick Madden, 
Moses Johnston, 
M. C. Marsh, " and paid out, 
Davis Estes, 
James Ford, 
Lewellen Spencer 
Nathan Frost, 
W. S. Averill, 
David McPhetres 
Joseph Graves, 
Joseph Leuro, 
Isaac Smart, 
James Ambrose, 
Philip Reyne, 
Thomas Kelley, 
J. H. Webster, 
Wm. H. Colburn, 
Eben Tibedeaux, 
Michael Kelley, 
John B. Colburn, " and paid out, 
C. H. Colburn, 
Joel Hawes, " and paid out, 
Wm. H. Ward, 
Samuel D. Hurd, 
Harrison Page, 
A. Smyth, Jr., 
Paid Estate John Marcho, labor, 
" John Lane, " 
" Wm. Harris, " 
" Hector Morrison, " 
" Hugh reed, " 
" Fred Medore, " 
" Melville Page, 
" Stintson peaslee, " 
" Charles Lee, " 
" George Perry, " 
" Thomas Gilbert, " 
" Samuel Page, " 
" R. M. Crombie, materials, 
" James Page, labor, 
" John Wilmot, labor and paid out, 
" Samuel Reyne, " 
" Cyrus Wilson, " 
" James Walker & Co., paid out, 
" L. S. Witham, labor, 
" A. G. Ring, materials, 
" E. M. Bailey, labor and paid out, 
" John Cross " 
" P. D. Webster, " 
" Holmes & Lewis, paid order, 
" Henry Decker, labor, 
" Stewart Inman, " 
" valentine Page, " 
" Dennis McAuliffe," 
" Elias Clark, 
" A. B. Mosher, 
" Moses Babb, water trough, $3.00, labor 
" Elijah Webster, labor, 
" B. P. Gilman, 
" C. P. Crowell, 
" Thomas Perry, water trough $3, labor 
" Eben Webster, labor and materials, 
" E. W. Mansfield, materials, 
" Henry Rolfe, labor, 
" Elijah Page, 2d., labor, 
" Patrick Shine, " 
" D. L. Farris, 
" Peter Perry, " 
" A. J. Heald, labor and materials, 
" Obadiah Holt, labor, 
" Edward Ambrose, labor, 
" A. B. Sutton, 
" J. H. Davis, labor, 
" Peter Pooler, labor, 
" P. D. & E. Webster & Co., materials, 
" Walter Lunt, labor, 
" Daniel Emery, blacksmith, 
Paid Joseph MePhetres, labor, 1 88 
" A. J. Durgin, labor, 1 40 
" J. H. Emery, watering trough 2 years, 6 00 
" A. S. MePhetres, acct. 1872, 2 25 
Amount orders drawn, $1368 51 
Appropriation, 1500 00 
Unexpended, 131 49 
DISBURSEMENT OP PAUPER FUND. 
A. W. Weymouth, sexton, $19 50 
Levi Dennett, repairs at Almshouse, 10 95 
J. C. Murphy, supplies, 42 50 
Preseott & Lord, grass seed, 3 39 
C. M. Gould, supplies, 118 19 
Preston Fisher, medical service, 26 00 
Holmes & Lewis, supplies, 107 61 
I. N. Head, blacksmith, 3 10 
C. B. Ring, supplies, 164 71 
W. S. Averill, repair harness, 3 50 
Josiah Dollies, support of Henry In man, 12 50 
E. M. Bailey, supplies, 69 00 
R. M. Crombie, supplies, 127 68 
N. Lunt, supplies, 64 09 
P. T. Huckins, medical service at Yeazie, 28 05 
N. W. Bond, repairs, 21 95 
E. N. Mayo, medical service, 74 50 
Solomon Gee, supplies, 3 75 
James Walker & Co., supplies, • 208 84 
A. G. Ring, lumber and car fares, 15 81 
Frank Garland & Co., shorts, 6 50 
J. Page & Co., supplies, 143 84 
A. B. Mosher, casket, 3 63 
John Moran, pigs, 8 00 
E. & N. A. Railway, freight, 4 35 
Samuel Reyne, two families out State, 85 00 
Benj. Mosher, steamboat tickets, 12 00 
Hollis Stewart, move family out State, 30 00 
M/K. Lougee, " " " 35 00 
T. W. Gould, shoo horse, 1 40 
Joseph Longley, one family out State, 10 00 
Town of Hudson, account of Nancy Mansell, 3 21 
J. P. Parker, goods for Almshouse, 3 25 
Peter Pooler, move Reyne family, 3 00 
John Mayo, move Luby family, 1 65 
W. H. Colburn, plowing, 8 00 
John Chaplin, support Wallace boy, 12 00 
B. M. Foss, supplies, 2S 63 
Geo. A. Sproul, supplies to Sarah A.ntwine, 26 41 
Roscoe Martin, wood for Cowen, 1 75 
Town of Exeter, support of Cheney, 58 50 
15 
C. E. Young, medical service, 17 75 
Rose Cowen, support of Henrietta Inman, 2 28 
M. W. Gammon, services and supplies, 201 91 
Puller & Stanford, shorts, 10 80 
Joseph Libby, rent to Cowen family, 1 50 
Samuel Libby, drugs and medicines, 36 50 
J. B. Chase, house rent, 4 00 
Daniel Emery, blacksmith, 10 00 
Simeon Grant, nurse for Joseph Wise, 9 00 
City of Bangor, balance account support of Doe, 62 00 
J. H. Webster, supplies, 110 27 
B. E. Donigan, clothing, 21 28 
W. C. Taylor & Co., supplies, 41 86 
Amount orders drawn, $2144 95 
Appropriated by Town, $1300 00 
Received from other Towns, 79 60 
Due trom other Towns, 157 49 
Received from Licenses, 9 00 
$1546 09 
Amount drawn, $2144 95 
Overdrawn, $598 86 
DISBURSEMENT OF SCHOOL FUND. 
John McDonald, wood, $5 10 
Henry Busiby, making fires, 1874, 3 00 
Geo. A. Shaw, schooling E. Clark's children, '74, 
at Upper Stillwater, 4 05 
M. M. Johnson, making fires, 1874, 3 00 
Levi Dennett, repairs, 6 80 
L. A. Hardy, assistant high school, 450 00 
S. H. Powell, principal high school, 1200 00 
A. E. Colburn, teaching, 142 00 
Annie Gee, teaching, 132 00 
Addie Colburn, teaching, 216 00 
Alice Wise, teaching, 121 00 
Ellen Libby, teaching, ' 315 00 
Geo. Wilson, making fires and taking care house, 37 50 
Etta Lord, teaching, _ 108 00 
Carrie Johnston, teaching, 132 00 
E. A. Hamilton, teaching, 132 00 
L. B. Ring, teaching, 146 00 
E. F. Gulifer, teaching, 132 00 
James Page, banking school house, 1874, 2 00 
N. W. Bond, repairs, 15 15 
Bodway & Webster, wood, 4 50 
James Walker & Co., hauling wood, 5 50 
Eben Webster, lumber for repairs, 1874, 2 65 
J. W. Strange, repairing air pump, 1 60 
E. W. Mansfield, repairs, 1 50 
15 
J. S. Fogg, sawing wood, 6 50 
John Hurley, sawing wood, . 22 75 
II. L. Dennett, repairs, 65 41 
Clara Southard, teaching, 72 00 
Mary A. Colson, wood and hauling, 5 00 
Burr & Robinson, printing, 12 50 
J. J. Colburn, wood, 131 71 
A. H. Roberts, curtains, 11 30 
D. McMillin, repairs, 2 25 
J. C. Wilson, legal service, 2 50 
John Wilmot, wood, ' 15 80 
E. M. Blanding, teaching, 120 00 
L. R. Lothrop, teaching, 150 00 
J. M. Brown, teaching, 110 00 
E. E. Ring, teaching, 1 100 00 
N. P. Haskell, teaching, 150 00 
P. A. Yinal, teaching, " 72 00 
Frank M, Watson, making fires, 5 00 
Willie Pearl, making fires, 3 00 
Fred Bither, making fires, 3 00 
Joseph Clair, making fires, 3 00 
Obadtah Holt, sawing wood, 2 40 
A. J. Durgin, repairs, 16 80 
Abbot George, sawing wood, 3 00 
Wm. R. Bartlett, wood, 7 14 
A. M. Farrington, teaching, 135 00 
F. H. Oliver, sawing wood, 2 68 
A. B. Inman, sawing wood, 5 70 
E. W. Mansfield, 2 00 
S. B. Kelley, wood, 7 14 
George Spurr, making fires, 3 00 
Samuel Libby, school supplies, 49 56 
O. A. Waterhouse, his part school money, 6 48 
Amount appropriated by Town, $2400 00 
High School, 500 00 
received from the State, 2216 84 
Orders drawn, 
Unexpended, 
$4624 97 
-$5116 84 
4624 97 
$491 87 
DISBURSEMENT OF INCIDENTAL FUND. 
J. C. Wilson, legal services acc't liquor prosect'ns, $70 50 
Amnion Lewis, repair sidewalk R. R. Bridge, 12 45 
W. H. Colburn, cleaning sidewalks 1874, 18 00 
Barnard Cane, work around town house, 1 25 
Melville C. Marsh, copying old record, 12 00 
George B. Webster, wood for town house 32 50 
R. J. Hamilton, services as Selectman 1874 65 00 
15 
Burr & Robinson, printing Town Reports 
J. H. Nash, wood for town house 
D. Bugbee & Co., stationery, 
M. C. Marsh, services as Selectman, Overseer of 
Poor and Assessor, 
B. C. Sweet & Co., lamp chimneys town house 
Horace Reed, services as night watch, 1874 
E. & N. A. Railway, freight on gasoline 
Gilbert, Barker & Co., gasoline town house, 
M. W. Gammon, cutting grass in cemetery, 
Solomon Gee, care to\vn clock, 1874, 
A. G. Ring, postage stamps and stationery, 
Stintson Peaslee, on acct. collect taxes 1875, 
do. do. 1873, 
John "Webster, services as night watchman, 
Dennis Clancey, do. do. 
Alanson Kenney, do. do. 
H. M. Codman, abatement of taxes, 
Town of Harmony, acfet. suit Harmony vs. Orono, 
Wilson & Woodard, services acct. same, 
S. D. Lindsay, do. do. 
E. H. Fogg, double windows, basem't town house 
Geo. W. Brown, care of do. 
Hartwell Lancaster,fees arrest Davis of Howland, 12 
Thomas Kelley, cut wood for town house, 
N. W. Bond, stove and funnel for do., 
H. L. Dennett, putting windows on basement do. 
A. G. Ring, expense taking II. Stewart to Hosp' 
A. L. Dean, services as constable, 
M. C. Marsh, clerk, 
E. E. Ring, S. S. Committee and carriage hire, 
S. Libby, do., $25.00, blank book $0.90, 
A. B. Mosher, express on Ii. Stewart's good s, 
A. G. Ring, Selectman, Assessor, Overseer Poor, 
G. W. Lunt, do. 
E. P. Butler, treasurer, 
J. S. Bennoch, abatement of tax, 
E. P. Butler, insurance on buildings, 
Stintson Peaslee, on acct collect, tax 1874, 
do. posting town meeting notices, 
C. M. Webster, broom, town house, 1874, 
John S. Frees, abatement tax 1873, 
A. L. Dean, board of and locking up tramps, 
30 00 
4 67 
3 50 
175 00 
2 80 
1 00 
10 61 
49 75 
10 00 
10 00 
5 20 
175 00 
83 05 
6 00 
33 00 
31 50 
8 40 
, 75 00 
25 00 
8 00 
, 12 00 
50 85 
j 69 
1 00 
5 37 
, 3 50 
1. 20 
8 
25 
00 
35 00 
26 00 
25 90 
34 25 
175 00 
50 00 
100 00 
1 12 
412 75 
125 00 
3 00 
0 90 
3 00 
3 75 
-$2068 51 
Appropriation, 3000 00 
Amt. drawn, 2068 51 
Unexpended, $931 49 
15 
D I S B U R S E M E N T O F F I R E D E P A R T M E N T F U N D . 
Geo. W. Snow, wood for Monitor, $22 50 
W. F. Lunt, do. do- 25 00 
Edw. Brown, hose pulleys do. 3 00 
Thomas Kelley, removing snow from cisterns 
Eagle and Tiger, 4 00 
Daniel Emery, repair of Tiger, 13 00 
I. N. Head, do. Monitor, 4 30 
A. B. Mosher, paid repairs bill Eagle, 7 20 
Eben Webster, wood and preparing, Monitor, 15 50 
Joseph McKonney, care of and oil do., 52 15 
John H. Davis, filling cistern, 15 00 
Geo. W. Brown, care of Eagle and Tiger, and 
paying bills for same, 79 60 
Richard Lord, wood for Eagle and Tiger, 26 56 
Joseph Leuro, sawing wood for do., 1 75 
Ebon Webster, repairing cistern Marsh Island, 20 75 
' J. II. Webster, wood for Eagle and Tiger, 22 75 
Staples & Ring, painting Eagle Engine, 36 25 
Samuel Libby, 9 50 
W. H. Colbu'rn, hauling Eagle and Tiger to and 
from Bangor, 8 00 
Appropriation, §400 00 
Unexpended, 33 19 
$366 81 
REPAIRING BUILDINGS ON TOWN FARM 
J. W. Mayo, shingles, $54 00 
N. W. Bond, work in his line, 8 69 
E. R. Southard, labor, 27 93 
H. F. Decker, painting, 69 45 
John Mayo, trucking, 1 63 
M. A. Colson, do., 1 25 
A. G. Ring, lumber and shingles, 12 40 
David McMillin, labor and materials, 22 25 
Appropriation, $200 00 
Unexpended, 2 40 
Ringing the bell appropriation, $50 00 
Timothy Wctherbee, 25 00 
E. W. Merrill, 22 49 
Unexpended, 2 51 
FINISH SCHOOL HOUSE BASIN MILLS. 
H. L. Dennett, 435 00 
Appropriation, 4DU u u 
Unexpended, 
$197 60 
15 
PAINTING EAGLE ENGINE. 
Appropriation, $50 00 
Paid Staples & Ring, 50 00 
BUILDING UNION STREET, BASIN MILLS. 
E. M. Bailey, $150 00 
Balance due and not paid account Trustees, 36 75 
Appropriation, 200 00 
Unexpended, 13 25 
ASSESSMENTS FOR 1875. 
For Highways, $1500 00 
Support'of Poor, 1 1300 00 
Schools, 2400 00 
Incidental expenses, 3000 00 
Fire Department, 400 00 
Ringing the Bell, 50 00 
High School, 500 00 
Repairing Buildings on Town Farm, 200 00 
Finishing School House, Basin Mills, 450 00 
Account Town Debt, 3000 00 
To Painting Eagle Engine, 50 00 
Building Union Street, at Basin Mills, 200 00 
$186 75 
State Tax, 1875, $2101 21 
County Tax, 1875, 969 36 
Overlayings, 455 73 
-$13,050 00 
Making the whole amount assessed, $16,576 30 
A sum less than last year of $2213.37 
RECAPITULATION OF EXPENDITURES. 
For Highways, $1368 51 
Support of Poor, 2144 95 
Schools, 4624 97 
Incidental purposes, 2068 51 
Fire Department, 366 81 
Ringing the Bell, 47 49 
Repairing Buildings on Town Farm, 197 60 
Finishing School House at Basin Mills, 435 00 
Painting Eagle Engine, 50 00 
Building Union Street, at Basin Mills, 150 00 
Total valuation of Real and Personal Estates 
of Residents, $406,550 00 
Non-resident Estates, 119,062 00 
$11,453 84 
Total valuation, $525,612 00 
A decrease of $3159 00 
15 
2 8-10 per cent, on $528,612 00 gives $14,717 30 
589 polls, at $3 » 1767 00 
92 dogs, at $1 » 9 2 o o 
Total amount of tax, $16,576 30 
A decrease from last year's tax of $2213 37 
TOWN FARM. DR. 
Paid M. W. Gammon and Wife, services, $200 00 
Same, for supplies, 1 91 
Supplies, other sources, 698 69 
CR. $900 60 
By produce, &c., sold, to Feb. 19, $140 59 
472 weeks' board of inmates, at $1.52 7-10 per 
' week, 720 75 
Beef cow of John Murphy, 39 26 
$900 60 
POOR AT THE FARM. 
March 16, 1875, 7 
Admitted since that date, 20 
Whole number, 27 
Discharged, ' 18 
Now at the house, ' 9 
Mrs. E. Lovett, admitted May 1861; aged 69 years. 
Michael Fitzgerald, admitted Feb. 19, 1872; aged 69 years. 
Henrietta Iuman, admitted Jan. 6, 1868; aged 29 years. 
Rosanna Inman, admitted Nov. 28, 1866; aged 18 years. 
Mary Nad-o, admitted Jan. 7, 1864; aged 29 years. 
Etta Nado, born there, Feb. 10, 1866; aged 10 years. 
Zebulon Doe, admitted Oct. 9, 1875; aged 62 years. 
Joseph P. Cheney, admitted Dec. 15, 1875; aged 76 years. 
Lydia T. Cheney, admitted Dec. 15, 1875; aged 79 years. 
ESTIMATED YALUE OF TOWN FARM PROPERTY. 
Farm and buildings, and Dunham house, $3000 00 
Farming tools, including carriages, 267 60 
Household property, 
" stores, 
One horse, 
Two cows, 
Two shoats, 
3 tons hay, at $12, 
1 ton straw, 
25 bushels barley, at 75c., 
25 " oats, at 50c., 
60 " potatoes, at 50c., 
20 cords hard wood, at $5, 
381 45 
164'04 
175 00 
120 00 
28 00 
36 00 
8 00 
18 75 
12 50 
30 00 
100 00 
15 
15 " soft wood, at $3, 45 00 
18 hens, at 75c., 1 13 5 0 
1 two year old heifer, 40 00 
$4439 84 
ESTIMATED VALUE OP TOWN PROPERTY NOT AVAIL-
ABLE FOR INDEBTEDNESS. 
Cost of Town House and furniture and all belongings, $17,272 14 
Eleven School Houses and Lots, as follows: 
High School House and Lot, 3500 00 
No. 1 School House, Page District, 400 00 
" 2 Main street, ' • 1000 00 
" 3 Depot, foot Mill street, 3000 00 
" 4 Bennoch street, 500 00 
" 5 Basin Mills, 3000 00 
" 6 Marsh Point, 1500 00 
" 7 College Road, 600 00 
" 8 Old Railroad, 300 00 
" 9 Kelley Dis't, 500 00 
" 10 Temple do., . 500 00 
Old Tiger Engine House and Lot, 700 00 
Three Fire Engines and Apparatus, 2000 00 
Sixteen hundred feet Leather Hose, 1600 00 
Amt. of Town's Appropriations, Monitor Engine House, 1900 00 
Twenty-six and half acres land in Bog Road, for gravel, 
formerly part of White Lot, 200 00 
$38,472 14 
AMOUNT RECOMMENDED TO BE RAISED FOR 1876. 
For Incidental purposes, $3000 00 
" Highway, 1200 00 
" High School, 500 00 
" Schools, 2400 00 
" Support of the Poor, 1500 00 
" Fire Department, 300 00 
" Ringing the Bell, 50 00 
" Paying town indebtedness, 2000 00 
$10,950 00 
TOWN HOUSE AND HALL. 
The hall has been occupied on fifty-six occasions during the 
past year, thirty-six evenings, and twenty times days; seven 
times of the above were for temperance meetings. 
Amount of receipts for rent of Town Hall, 291 67 
15 
EXPENSES. 
For paid care of the building, $50 00 
" Gasoline, for lighting, 49 75 
freight, 10 61 
" Wood, and preparing, 33 '50 
$143 86 
Receipts above expenses, • $147 81 
The Selectmen submit the foregoing as a correct exhibit of the 
affairs o'f the town, and the expenditures for the municipal year 
ending March 4th, 1876. 
A. G. RING, ) 
S. W. LUNT, [ Selectmen of Orono. 
M. C. MARSH, ) 
Treasurer's Report, March 4,1876. 
RECEIPTS. 
GENERAL ACCOUNT. 
Tax Deeds redeemed, 
State Pensions refunded by State, 
RENTS AND INTEREST. 
Kent of Town Hall, 
Rent of old office, 
Interest and expense en Deeds redeemed, 
SCHOOL FUND. 
Account State for School Fund, 1875, 
" " " Mill Tax, 
" " Free High School, 
PAUPER FUND. 
Account Town of Harmony, 
Troy, 
" " Oldtown, 
For Licenses, 
COLLECTOR'S ACCOUNT. 
Account S. Peaslee, Collector, acc't 1873, 
" " " " 1874, 
" " " " 1875, 
LOAN ACCOUNT. 
Eeceived on treasury notes issued during the year, 
Total receipts, 
DISBURSEMENTS. 
GENERAL ACCOUNT. 
Non-resident taxes, acc't 1874, returned, and credited 
Collector, 
Resident deeds, acc't 1874, credited Collector, 
Non-resident deeds, acc't 1874, 
Advertising non-resident taxes, acc't 1874, 
State pensions paid, 
Discount on taxes paid to Aug. 1, 
Town orders paid and cancelled, 
$132 35 
216 00 
• $348 35 
$291 67 
10 00 
33 25 
$334 92 
$735 03 
981 81 
600 00 
$16 75 
22 25 
40 50 
9 00 
2,216 84 
$88 50 
$ 571 26 
4,967 57 
10,548 84 
-16,090 67 
$11,575 00 
$30,654 28 
$ 45 07 
131 84 
10 67 
7 50 
144 00 
1,037 38 
11,578 93 
-12,955 39 
13 
STATE AND COUNTY TAXES. 
State tax acc't 1875, paid in full, %•> mi 91 
! a X a 0 C , t 1874> paid in full, * 477 72 
County tax acc't 1875, paid in part, 685 00 
-$3,263 03 
ABATEMENTS. 
By Assessors' amounts credited Collector on bills 1873, $ 73 95 
" " 1874, 203 64 
" " 1875, 21 64 
$299 23 
LOAN ACCOUNT. 
Amount 0 / treasury notes paid, $13,100 00 
Interest paid on same, 1,014 48 
14,114 48 
Total disbursements, $30,633 03 
Total amount of receipts, $30,654 28 
Balance on hand Feb. 27, 1875, 91 93 
Total amount of disbursements, $30,633 03 
Balance on hand March 4, 1876, 113 18 
30,746 21 
30,746 21 
D E T A I L E D STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS. 
TOWN ORDERS. 
Amount outstanding Feb. 27, 1875, $ 1,267 26 
" drawn for 1875, 11,453 84 
Amount paid for 1875, $11,578 93 
" outstanding March 4, 1876, 1,142 17 
12,721 10 
12,721 10 
LOAN ACCOUNT. 
Amount treasury notes out. Feb. 27, 1875, $14,840 00 
paid for 1875, 11,575 00 
Amount paid during the year, $13,100 00 
" outstanding March 4, 1876, 13,315 00 
-26,415 00 
-26,415 00 
The indebtedness o f the town is principally shown in this account, 
consisting of treasury notes due at different dates during the years 1876 
and 1877. About $9000 is drawing seven per cent, interest; the balance 
six and six and a half per cent. 
COLLECTORS ACCOUNT. 
Balance due in 1874, acct. Feb, 27, 1875, $5,325 60 
Paid during the year, • 4,967 57 
Balance now due, $358 03 
Amount of bills committed to S. Peaslee to coll. 1875, $16,653 85 
Paid during the year, 1 0> 5 4 8 Balance now due, $6,105 01 
Total amt. uncollected Taxes in hands S. Peaslee Coll., $6,463 04 
In addition, the sum of $369 23 stands in open account against T , 
Treat, collector of 1868 and 1869. This sum is entirely unavailable in this 
form. ' I recommend the town pass a vote at this meeting directing the 
account closed. 
15 
TAX DEEDS. 
Amount held by the Town March, 4, 1876, 
Deeds for 1872 and previous, $704 25 
" « 1873 123 94 
" " 1874 190 84 
Total, $1,109 03 
SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY INSURED. 
Town House, Insured for $10,000 00 
Alms House, 1.600 00 
High School House, 2,500 00 
High School Apparatus, 200 00 
Main Street School House, 600 00 * 
Basin " " 1,000 00 
Elm Street " " 2,000 00 
Penobscot Street " 1,000 00 
$18,900 00 
FINANCIAL STANDING OF THE T O W N MARCH 4, 1876. 
RESOURCES. 
Due from Collector of 1874 and 1875, $6,463 04 
" " other towns, 157 49 
Amount of Tax Deeds held, 1,109 03 
Cash in Treasury, 113 18 
7,842 74 
LIABILITIES. 
Outstanding Town Orders, $1,142 17 
" 'Treasury Notes, 13,315 00 
Accrued interest on Treasury Notes, 437 50 
Due on County Tax of 1875, 284 36 
Due other towns, 91 00 
Estimated Abatements, 375 00 
" " on Tax Deeds, 654 50 
Due on Contract, 36 75 
-$16,236 28 
Balance against the Town, 8,393 54 
E . P . B U T L E R , TREASURER. 
A N N U A L R E P O R T 
Of THE 
S C H O O L C O M M I T T E E 
Of THE 
T O W N O F ORONO, 
For the Year 1875-6. 
UNIVERSITY OF MAINE LIBRARY 
ORONO, MAINE 
B A N G O r : 
BURR & ROBINSON, PRINTERS. 
1876. 
A N N U A L R E P O R T . 
OF THE 
S C H O O L C O M M I T T E E 
OF THE 
T O W N O F ORONO, 
For the Year 1875 and '76. 
B A N G O r : 
BURR & ROBINSON, PRINTERS. 
1876. 
" A general diffusion of the advantages of education is essen-
tial to the preservation of the rights and liberties of the people." 
Constitution of Maine. 
A N N U A L REPORT. 
To the Inhabitants of Orono: 
The superintending school committee for the year just closed, 
submit the following as their annual 
R E P O R T . 
A t the request of many of the parents who are unable to attend 
the annual town meetings and take part in the proceedings had 
there, and therefore, have no other means of information upon 
school matters than hearsay, we report this year in print. Our 
public schools are of such vast impqrtauce to all concerned in 
their welfare, that it seems to us that the fullest information pos-
sible—consistent with a due regard to the rights of all—should 
be given annually in such shape that all who wish, may know 
what has been done during each municipal year. A s is well 
known to must of the inhabitants, and especially to the older 
ones, the former school district system was abolished in 1851,, 
and the entire territory of the town consolidated into a single dis-
trict, and the full charge of the public schools committed to 
the care of the superintending school committee, one member 
of which is to be chosen annually, and each to hold office for 
three years. This committee were invested "with the rights, 
powers and obligations of superintending school committee 
and school agents, including the power of determining the age 
rind qualifications of scholars to be admitted into the several 
schools, of transferring scholars fiom school to school, of employ-
ing teachers, and expending money raised for school purposes." 
For a full quarter of a century the plan has been in operation, 
and so completely has it had the entire confidence of our citizens, 
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that in all the mutations consequent upon political and social 
changes during this long period, not a single attempt has been 
made to abolish or in any way to hamper it. The increasing 
popularity of the town over the district system throughout the 
State, has brought us many inquiries in past years as to the best 
method of perfecting the change, and in no instance to our 
knowledge, has the plan when once adopted, been changed. In 
order that there may be no misunderstanding as to the existing 
status, we here present the report of the select committee to 
whom the whole matter was referred, as made to the adjourned 
meeting, held March 24, 1851, as follows : — 
" F I R S T — T h a t the town authorize and instruct the superin-
tending school committee to establish within the school district 
a necessary number of primary schools, a select school—a grade 
above the primary schools ; and a high school—a grade above 
the select school, the advantages of which shall be equal to those 
of the best academies, forthwith. 
S E C O N D — That the town procure the funds necessary to 
purchase a lot, and erect a suitable building, for the select school 
and the high school. 
T H I R D — That the town choose by ballot, a building com-
mittee, empowered to expend the money. 
F O U R T H — That the town adopt as a standing rule, as author-
ized by law, " That the superintending school committee shall 
act as agents to see to and keep in repair the school-houses; to 
employ the teachers; and to classify with reference to qualifi-
cations and nearness to, or distance from the school houses, 
the scholars of the school district.'" 
The necessity of another grade being felt, the school commit-
tee, at the annual meeting in March, 1S52, were authorized " t o 
add one grade to the schools as now arranged, to be kept by a 
man, and to be called the grammar school." No instructions 
were given as to the place of this school in the system, that having 
been left to the discretion of the school committee. 
These several recommendations were, one by one, adopted 
without a dissenting voice, and an experience of twenty-five years 
has convinced us all that the reasons upon which the change was 
made, were sound, and that the advantages then claimed for the 
new system have been fully realized. Since that time some 
minor changes have been made to meet the actual wants of the 
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scholars, so that at present the plan embraces one high and gram-
mar school (formerly two separate schools, but now for pruden-
tial reasons consolidated into one;) one select school, a grade 
below the high school; five intermediate schools, a grade below 
the select school, and charged, in part, with the immediate prepa-
ration of scholars for that school; and such primary schools as 
the wants of the community shall, from time to time, require. 
By a vote of the town, passed a few years ago, the high school is 
to be kept thirty-six weeks, of five full clays each, in the year, 
which has been divided into three terms, as follows : A spring 
term of ten weeks, to close the Friday before July 4th, in each 
year ; a fall term of twelve weeks to close about the 15th or 20th 
of November ; and a winter term of fourteen weeks, to close early 
in March, a few days before the annual town meeting for the 
choice of municipal officers. 
The winter term was made longer than the others, because of 
a desire to accommodate the larger scholars who could not attend 
during the other terms, and because of winter being a good 
season to study in. In this division of terms, the better portions 
of the year for work in the school-room are spent there, and the 
vacations cover those parts of the year when the weather is 
hottest and most disngreeable, and the traveling at its worst. 
The same arrangement for the select school is observed, except 
that the winter term is shortened one week, which makes its 
school year but thirty-five weeks in length. The primary schools 
in the village are kept two terms only, one in the spring, and the 
other in the fall, commencing and closing at the same time as 
the high and select schools. The intermediate schools are kept 
in the winter only, for reasons which will be alluded to in another 
part of this report. In parts of the town away' from the village, 
other primary schools are from time to time kept as they will 
afford most advantage to the scholars residing in the vicinity. In 
this way every scholar in town is brought within easy reach of 
the school house, one or more terms every year. Your careful 
attention is invited to the following tables of statistics, which are 
of general interest, because they relate to the early school life of 
the children, when they first leave home for the cares, duties and 
perplexities of the school room. 
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P R I M A R Y S C H O O L S . 
S U M M E R T E R M . 
Teacher. Location. 
Miss E. L. Lord, Bangor road, 
" A . A . Col burn, Main St., 
" L. B. Ring, Near depot, 
" e .F.Gull iver, " 
" A . M. Gee, Bennoch St., 
Mrs. A . E. Colburn, Basin, 
Miss C. C.Johnston, Penob't St., 
" E. A. Hamilton, College St. 
" Alice Wise, Bog road. 
Length of each school, ten weeks. 
The following table is an exhibit of the same schools in the 
F A L I . T E R M . 
Teacher. Location. 
Miss E. L. Lord, Bangor R'd. 
" A . A . Colburn, Jlain St. 
" L . B. Ring, Near depot. 
" E. F . Gulliver, 
" A . M. Gee, Bennoch St. 
Mrs. A . E. Colburn, Basin Mills. 
Miss C . E . Southard, u 
" C.C.Johnston, Penob. St. 
" E.A.Hamilton, College St. 
" Alice Wise, Glenburn rd 
Each school was twelve weeks in length, except that first 
named in the table. 
The number of primary schools taught in the winter, was 
three, concerning which,, the following table is an exhibit: 
W I N T E R T E R M . 
Teacher. Location. 
A . M. Farrington, Bangor Road. 
Miss P. A . vinal, Bog Road. 
E . M. Blanding, Glenburn R'd. 
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Owing to causes beyond our control, the attendance upon the 
primary schools, during the spring and fall terms, was somewhat 
less than the previous year. After the school census, taken April 
1st, many parents who were obliged to gain their subsistence by 
their own continuous daily labor, removed to other places where 
they could have constant employment, and as soon as this was 
obtained, sent for their families. These removals took away large 
numbers of children, many of whom would have been, without' 
doubt, constantly in school, had they remained here. Other parents 
felt the necessity of everybody earning something who could do 
so, during the " hard times," and this cause took quite a number of 
the larger scholars out of the school-room, and put them at work 
while there was work to do. The fall terms commenced during 
the drought, when there was little or nothing for the young people 
to do, hence many went to school during a large part of this term, 
who did not attend at all during the spring. Thirty-three more 
attended during this term than in the spring, as will be seen by a 
reference to the preceding tables. 
A l l of the teachers employed i,n these schools, except two, had 
had more or less experience in other schools before commencing 
their respective terms, and therefore were able to begin their 
daily recitations at once, and without the loss of much valuable 
time spent in learning what to do, and how to do it. 
The. order maintained in the school room generally was good, 
and in only one school were we called upon to enforce the rules of 
the teacher. 
A l l the pupils were required to go slowly in their several studies, 
but very thoroughly, and with frequent reviews, that the subjects 
considered might be firmly fixed in their minds. Particular at-
tention was required to be given to reading, spelling, and writing, 
as daily exercises, and more time than formerly was spent upon 
these three studies. Exercises were had in each study daily, in 
some studies twice daily, and in others four times each day. 
Daily recitations were also made in arithmetic and geography, 
by such scholars as were sufficiently advanced to pursue these 
branches with profit. 
It will be seen that the average attendance of the summer 
schools was eightv-five per cent., that of the fall schools eighty-
three per cent., and that of the winter schools was eighty per 
cent, of the whole number registered. From one stand point, 
this may be regarded as a very good showing, but we earnestly 
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desire that hereafter a better be made, if possible. The instances 
of tardiness are, it seems to us, too numerous to be profitable, and 
we invoke the aid of parents in lessening this item, trusting that 
all may be persuaded to send their children to school in good sea-
son always, except in cases of actual necessity ; and that when 
the children are detained for any reason, each will be furnished 
promptly with "an excuse" or statement of the fact, to be given to 
the teacher. In this way she will understand that the tardiness 
or absence as the case may be, was by authority, and with the 
knowledge of the parents, and so all misunderstandings from 
this cause be avoided. The dismissals, though quite large in the 
aggregate, we do not think larger than was to be expected, when 
we consider that they hardly average more than one-half the 
number of scholars during the term, and that more dismissals 
are to be naturally expected among small than among large 
scholars. 
It is with pleasure that we call your attention to the large num-
ber "not absent," reaching in some cases as high as twenty-five, 
in others thirty-three per cent, of the number registered. Such 
faithfulness on the part of the scholars speaks well for their love 
of study and desire for improvement, and will surely bring its 
own reward in due time. Most, if not all of the teachers, desiring 
to encourage such scholars, as well as to give them a token of 
recognition of merit achieved, have expended considerable sums 
in purchase of presents, which have been distributed among those 
who have thus fairly earned them. Many teachers have also 
made presents to those scholars who at the close of the terms had 
the best record for perfect lessons. The number of visits by 
parents is not so large as we would gladly see it. If there is 
ever a time in a child's life when he needs encouragement, it is 
when he begins for the first time, to leave home to go to school. 
A n occasional visit from father or mother, will show the scholar 
that though absent from home, he and his interests are not forgot-
ten. It also encourages the teacher wonderfully, and is always 
productive of good to the school. 
A t the commencement of the fall term, weekly report blanks 
were prepared, and the teachers requested to fill them at the 
tlose of each week, and to send them home to the parents, with 
the expectation that on receiving them, the parents or guardian 
would acknowledge receipt, by writing his or her name across 
the face of the report. When thus acknowledged, they were to 
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be returned to the teachers, to show that the parents had received 
them, alter which the pupils were permitted to file them away 
for future reference, or otherwise dispose of them as their parents 
saw fit. These reports, a copy of which is here presented : — 
ORONO PRIMARY SCHOOL NO 
SCALE 1 TO 10. 
Report of 
for the Week ended 187 
Days absent, 
Days tardy, 
Days dismissed, 
Number of perfect recitations, 
Slumber of imperfect recitations, 
. Deportment, 
Teacher. 
have been the means of conveying much information from teacher 
to parents at the close of each week, that it was very desirable the 
latter should have. 
They have been considerable aids to discipline in that they 
ihave caused the parents of the children to be informed every week, 
not only of the conduct of each child in the school room, but also 
as to his progress in the various studies he has pursued. They 
have been also the means of enlarging the number o f " perfect 
lessons" from week to week, and we hope that this fact has 
been a source of as much gratification to you, as to your chil-
dren. In our opinion, the weekly report system should be 
continued. A s will be noticed by a reference to the list, all 
of the teachers of our primary schools, with a single excep-
tion, have been taken from the families of our citizens, and 
nearly all are graduates of our own high school. Speaking of 
them in a general way, we are of opinion that they have been 
successful. Of course some teachers are better qualified than others 
in book learning, and also are better adapted by nature to impart 
knowledge, but they have all appeared to us to be very much 
interested in their work, and should they continue to teach, would 
doubtless do better in the future than in the past. While it might be 
gratifying to some to be singled out and cited as having obtained 
better results than others, we think such a course would hardly 
be the proper one to take, when all have so earnestly endeavored 
to do well. Our approbation was expressed at the close of each 
school, in such terms as the facts in the case warranted, and we en-! 
deavored to do the strictest justice to both teachers and scholars, 
in expressing our opinions. 
2 
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I N T E R M E D I A T E S C H O O L S . 
These schools are kept only in the winter, a>nd are intended tt> 
supply a want long felt to exist, and which the primary school, 
owing to its large number of small scholars, could hardly be 
expected to supply. As is well known to you all, many of our 
older children are obliged to labor in the mills and workshops, 
and upon the farms during the seed time and harvest of the 
spring and fall, and so find it impossible to attend school during 
those seasons. In the winter, there is but little labor for them to 
do, and hence they naturally go to the school room, when suffi-
cient attention can be shown them by the teachers to make- it 
profitable for them to attend. The attendance has been quite 
large during the past winter, and has been made up of the follow-
ing classes of scholars, viz : , 
FIRST—All those who had attended a primary school in either 
the spring or fall, and while there bad read in the Second 
Reader, or higher classes. 
S E C O N D — A l l those who had not attended school the previous 
terms, but who would class with those first mentioned. 
THIRD—All other scholars, ten years old and upwards, with-
out regard to qualifications, who would not class in the select or 
high school. W e present herewith a tabular statement of the 
several 
I N T E R M E D I A T E S C H O O I - S , 
Teacher. Location. 
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Miss A. A. Colburn, Main St., 41 35 82 64 7 13 41 35 41 2 4= 
Mr. N. P. Haskell, Near depot, 66 60 62 11 13 10 59 36 35 2 50 
" L. R. Lothrop Basin Mills, 50 41 190 36 5 15 35 22 20 6 3 28 
" J. M. Brown, 41 f)5 45 83 7 3 13 44 17 21 2 8 
" E. E. ring, * Penob't St., 50 40 53 7 4 14 46 45 26 2 4 
Our expectation was, that the above classification would enable 
all to attend who wished, except those small scholars who had 
already been to school twenty-two weeks in the same year. In 
this expectation, we have not been disappointed, as a glance at 
the table will show you. The number iri attendance has been 
considerably larger than in former years, and is due in part to the 
*Miss L. B. King, commenced this school, but felt obliged to resign at the close 
of the second week. 
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following reasons, viz : The apparently entire lack of opportu-
nity to get employment at any kind of work they would be 
willing to do; the almost entire freedom from the expense 
which has heretofore accompanied attendance upon school: and 
the establishment of an additional school at the Basin Mills. W e 
•desire you to notice carefully the large number registered, and 
the average attendance, which is eighty-four per cent, of the 
whole number. This last item, though creditable, would have 
been much larger, in our opinion, had there been no Scarlatina, 
or fear of it in town, during the term. O f the five teachers 
•employed, two are •students at the StateCollege, and the remaining 
three are citizens with us. One was a teacher in oneof the primary 
schools during the spring and fall, and the other four are young 
men who have also had considerable experience in other schools.' 
W e are glad to be able to report the success of these schools, as 
they fill a very important place in the system, and their number 
wil l probably need to be increased at no very distant day, should 
our young people keep up their present interest in attending 
school during the winter. 
Made up as they are, to a considerable extent, of scholars older 
than those who attend the primaries during the spring and fall 
terms, a proper selection of exercises more or less pleasing to the 
pupils and the committee, can be made by the teachers. These 
exercises can also be graduated, so that the pupils will not become 
easily discouraged; and with the necessary help in overcoming 
difficulties, they can make such progress as will be greatly to 
their credit. 
A t our examinations at the close of these schools, we were 
gratified to observe the marked improvement the pupils had made 
in their studies. Nearly ail of the scholars who enter the select 
school, go there directly from these, where during the winter, they 
have had such a drill as is supposed to qualify them to pass with 
credit the written examination required of them, to enable them to 
enter that school. A part of this drill is the weekly examination— 
in writing— upon the topics gone over in addition to the daily re-
views of the preceding day's lessons. Once a day the more ad-
vanced scholars enjoy the pleasure of a spelling lesson, also con-
ducted in writing. This exercise we consider a valuable addition 
to the daily lesson in oral spelling as formerly conducted. Schol-
ars thus become accustomed to write rapidly, and with a greater 
or less degree of correctness, words or sentences given them vocal-
ly bv another, and as these words are sometimes selected from the 
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reading lessons, and sometimes taken from the spelling book, a 
greater variety is obtained. In this way the scholars become quite 
expert in spelling those words which they will need to use al-
most daily after leaving school. 
Another advantage of this method is that the eye is also trained, 
as well as the ear, which we consider almost indispensable, because 
the scholars will seldom have to do with any but written words-
after they have left school. These schools have an additional 
claim upon us, in the fact that many of the scholars are obliged! 
to leave school at an early age, to add by their earnings to the 
support of the family, and so find it inconvenient to attend else-
where, or at any other time. Because the number is large, and 
because they have no other advantages, the instruction here given 
is required to meet their wants, as nearly as possible. Weekly 
reports, as in the primary schools, have been the rule in these 
schools with like good results. These teachers all did good 
faithful work, striving to make the scholars understand thoroughly 
every thing they went over, and are entitled to great credit for 
their success, which we cheerfully give them. 
S E L E C T S C H O O L . 
This school stands next in grade to the high and grammar 
school, and it is here that nearly all the scholars receive the 
preparation required to enable them to enter that school. This 
preparation seldom requires less than two years, and sometimes 
more than two. Pursuant to a notice given several days pre-
viously, we met in the high school room, March 20th, I875» 
forty-four scholars who had attended the intermediate schools 
during the previous winter, and who had presented themselves to. 
be examined for admittance to the select school at the beginning 
of the next term. This examination was carefully conducted in 
writing, and occupied the entire day. A l l were examined in 
reading, writing, spelling, arithmetic and geography, covering 
such parts of the different studies as they had been over during 
the winter. On looking over the examination papers, subse-
quently, we found that thirty possessed the requisite qualifica-
tions, and they were therefore sent up to this school. These 
thirty, with those already members, and those subsequently 
admitted, after a similar examination, have composed the school. 
W e present a tabular statement of the three terms kept during the 
year, which will give you a general idea of the, school itself, and 
the work performed by the two classes into which the school is 
divided. 
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Select School—Miss E L L E N L I B B E Y , Teacher. 
Spring. Fall. Winter. 
Whole number registered 42 42 *54 
Average attendance 39 33 44 
Instances of tardiness 50 88 106 
" of dismissal 87 74 101 
Number not absent during term 10 11 11 
" of daily recitations 10 9 9 
" of scholars in arithmetic 42 42 64 
" of classes In " 2 2 2 
" of scholars in geography 42 42 54 
" of classes in " 2 2 2 
" of scholars in grammar 22 22 25 
" of " in penmanship 42 42 54 
" of scholars in drawiug 26 42 36 
" of scholars in reading 42 42 54 
" of scholars in spelling 42 42 54 
" of visits by superintending school committee, 2 2 3 
" of visits by citizens 4 12 32 
The average attendance during the first month of winter was 
ninety-two per cent.; that of the second month, eighty-eight, and 
of the remaining part of the term, eighty-three per cent, of number 
registered. 
It will be observed that the entire school has been divided into 
only two classes in any study, and that in one or the other of 
these, each scholar has joined, daily. This school has been un-
der the care of its present teacher for three successive years, and 
is in most admirable condition, as a result of careful, long-
continued and pains-taking labor on her part. The number of 
scholars has somewhat increased over that of last year, and will 
undoubtedly be larger next year than it has been this year. The 
grade has been i-aised materially during the last three years, as a 
consequence of the examinations preliminary to admittance hav-
ing been conducted in writing, and should there be no retrogres-
sion in the future as to the standard required, the present grade 
can not only be maintained, but may be further raised without 
detriment to any applicant. Scholars enter this school at a very 
interesting period of their lives, with the reasoning faculties be-
gun to develope, and if the perceptives and the memory have 
been properly cultivated in the lower schools, they make rapid 
progress here. The text-books in use are the same used to some 
extent in the lower schools, but the instruction given ishy no 
means confined to information contained in them. It has been 
the endeavor of the teacher to combine as much practical in-
struction with the theoretical as the nature of the case and her 
duties to all would allow, and to discourage exclusively memor-
iter recitations as much as possible. Therefore, the scholars 
•At the commencement of the fourth week, three were transferred to the inter-
mediate schools, to class them better. 
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have, in addition to the daily recitations from the text-
books, been well drilled in the geography of our town, county 
and state, to an extent not laid down in the books. After having 
become thoroughly well informed in the principles of arithmetic, 
as laid down in the books, they are required to apply them to 
the solution of every-day problems, which never get into (he 
text-books. In our judgment, the value of such methods of 
instruction can hardly be over-estimated. T o determine their 
proficiency in the different branches, weekly tests have been 
given, in which the scholars are requested to express their ideas 
in their own language, and to generalize freely while writing the 
answers to the questions given. These questions generally cover 
the work done during the week, with such other matters germane 
to the subjects, as the time at the disposal of the teacher will 
permit. Well prepared lessons are the rule here, as elsewhere, 
but sometimes a scholar fails, in which case he is required to 
remain after school and make up. Weekly reports to the 
parents are also made in this school, as in the others mentioned, 
and with like good results. 
The government has been mild but firm, and the deportment 
of the scholars an improvement on past years. The examina-
tions at the close of the spring and fall terms, occupied a half 
day each, and of the winter term a full day, during which the 
scholars acquitted themselves with such credit as to gain the 
marked approbation of those visiting. A t the close of the winter 
term, all the classes were carefully examined in the work done 
during the entire year, and the result showed very careful train-
ing on the part of the teacher, and much praise-worthy effort on 
the part of the scholars. In all the recitations, the memory is cul-
tivated in learning the principles laid down for solution of the 
problems, and in committing the descriptive text; while the 
reason and judgment are carefully trained in producing the solu-
tions required. In this way are the children not only educated to 
acquire and to remember, but to reproduce, when called upon, 
the principles and things learned. W e regard the several terms 
of this school as having been exceedingly profitable. 
H I G H S C H O O L . 
This school is the highest in our list, and the one of which 
most is expected and required. By former vote the town required 
the committee toestablish a high school "the advantages of which 
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shall be equal to those of the best academies." This high stand-
dard was lowered somewhat during the late civil war and subse-
quent thereto, in order to increase the number of scholars and 
lessen the expense. With returning peace, and a desire on the 
part of the scholars to attend school, the number has so increased 
that the return to the former grade has not been difficult. Exam-
inations for admittance were formerly conducted orally, but the 
insufficiency of this method as a test having been felt, they have 
for the past three years been conducted in writing. A manifest 
elevation of scholarship has been the result. A t the commence-
ment of the school year just closed, viz : on the 19th of March 
last, notice having been given several days previously, thirty schol-
ars were examined by us, and twenty-one having been found qual-
ified, were admitted. A few others having been subsequently ex-
amined and found qualified, were also admitted. Below we pre-
sent a tabular statement of the three terms, which shows the at-
tendance upon the school, the classification, and much other valu-
able information essential to forming a just conclusion as to the 
value and success of the school. 
H I G H S C H O O L . 
' Mr. S. H. Powell, Principal. Miss L . A . Hardy, Assistant. 
Spring. Fall. Winter. 
Whole number of scholars registered 60 56 78 
Average attendance 55 52 70 
Instances oftardiness 44 52 57 
Instances of dismissal 27 32 41 
Number not absent 15 15 17 
" daily recitations 16 16 20 
" in Arithmetic 51 53 71 
" in Geometry 5 6 7 
" iu Algebra 7 13 4 1 = . 1,1 
" in Geography 25 21. 21 
in Map drawing 21 
" In Grammar 60 47 4a 
" in Penmanship 40 27 40 
" in Free Hand Drawing 25 21 
" in History of United States 15 22 24 
in Physiology 12 17 21 
" in Natural Philosophy 14 9 10 
" iu Latin 6 11 13 
in French 1 
in Physical Geography ^ 
in Astronomy J" 
" in English composition 11 
" in Rhetorical exercises 60 5b i» • 
" in Music and Calisthenics •*• 60 5b 78 
" Visits bv School Committee 2 2 3 
'< Visits by Citizens 3a 120 201 
P e r c e n t a g e o f a t t e n d a n c e d u r i n g the w i n t e r t e r m as f o l l o w s , 
viz : first month, ninety-five per cent.; second month, ninety-two 
per cent.; third month, eighty-four per cent. ; remainder of 
* Recited out of school. 
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term, eighty-six; average for term, ninety; number present last 
day, seventy-five. 
A s is well known to most, if not all of you, the school has been 
under the charge of the present principal, for the past six years, 
with the aid of the present assistant for the past three years. 
During these years the attendance has largely increased, and the 
school has increased materially in public favor. By far the largest 
part of those who enter this school, finish their school days in it. 
Since the establishment of J:he "State College" in our midst, how-
ever, a very laudable desire on the part of our young men and 
women, to secure a better education than was possible before, has 
become manifest, and the school has in consequence suffered in 
the annual departure of members of the upper classes for that 
institution. What has been gained thus to the College, and the 
scholars, has been lost to the high school. We desire however, to 
call your careful attention to the list of studies pursued, and the 
number of scholars in each, and to ask you to contrast the present 
showing with that of six or eight years ago. The present high 
character of the school is largely due, among other causes, to the 
great faithfulness of the board of instructors. Lessons as nearly 
perfect as they can be made, are daily required of each pupil, and 
each is taught also how to think, and how to study to the best 
advantage. Frequent tests, in writing, have been had in this 
school, also, as frequent as the teachers could make them. 
Each scholar is required to carry not less than three studies, be-
sides the reading and spelling, which are determined by the con-
dition of the scholar, the wishes of his parents, and the kind of 
work he expects to do in after life, it being our firm belief that the 
pupils should learn in the school what they ought to know when 
out of it. Such as desire to take more than three studies are ac-
commodated whenever a class sufficiently large to be profitable 
can be established. During the recitations as much freedom and 
latitude of discussion is allowed upon the topics of the lessons as 
is consistent with the required order and decorum. Al l are re-
quested to emancipate themselves as much as possible from the 
words of the text book,-and to express the ideas in their own lan-
guage. In this way many new and interesting facts are brought 
to the notice of the pupils, and their ability to express themselves 
in language at once clear, distinct and accurate, is cultivated. A 
few hints occasionally as to the better construction of sentences 
hafe':thrown much light upon the subjects under discussion. 
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In the matter of discipline in this school we do not find any-
thing to make formal complaint of. It has been the aim of the 
teachers to stimulate the pupil's pride of character, and to appeal 
to his sense of propriety, and in so doing to endeavor to make 
each one govern himself. This method, judiciously used, seldom 
fails to bring about the desired results. 
Within a recent date, music has been introduced into the 
school as a regular exercise, but more as a recreation and pleasure 
than as a study. Pursued in this way, it has tended to enliven 
the flagging spirits of the scholars, and to make the sessions less 
tedious and wearisome. It has been valuable, also, as an aid to 
discipline. W e think technical instruction in this study might 
perhaps be given in this and the select school, were the conditions 
favorable, and therefore mention the subject for your considera-
tion. Daily exerciSes have also been had in calisthenics, and 
these have steadily grown in favor with all who have had the 
opportunity of witnessing them, as conducted in the school room. 
A t the close of the dramatic entertainment, given by the school 
last year, an exhibition of their proficiency was specially called 
for, and was greatly enjoyed by the entire audience. Another 
exhibition was also given during the entertainment on the tenth 
of the present month, to a crowded house, and was very grati-
fying to all present. 
Drawing has been also made a regular study in this and the select 
school, within a recent period, and you will pardon us if we enu-
merate some of the good results of its introduction. It has devel-
oped the faculty of observation in the pupils, few persons being 
able to draw until they have first learned to observe; also that of 
comparison, because they are required to preserve the proper re-
lation to each other of the several parts of the object drawn. It 
has trained the hand as well as the eye, which will be of use to 
them in industrial pursuits in after life. It is a great aid to pen-
manship, and so much has it improved the handwriting of those 
pursuing it faithfully, that its effect is distinctly perceptible to any 
one who will take the trouble to examine the work done. It cul-
tivates the taste, and enables one to detect w'ith less difficulty, work 
poorly done by others. Of two things otherwise equal, we al-
ways prefer that which is most beautiful and tasty, and constructed 
with most skill. So it has a commercial value. The mechanic, 
who, to his other acquirements, adds skill in designing and draw-
ing plans, commands larger pay than he who is obliged to*work by 
3 
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the plans of others. Savs our State Superintendent: " Drawing, 
is fast becoming one of the recognized studies in the leading states. 
It cannot too soon be made a regular study in all from the lowest 
to the highest in our own state." Results already reached in our 
own schools, demonstrate that the ability to learn to draw is as 
common as the ability to learn to write or to read. Of course 
some draw* better than others, so some write or read better 
than others. W e do not expect the rudimentary instruction in 
this study given in our public schools to make the scholars 
learned and skilled in the fine arts, any more than we expect 
them by learning something of arithmetic, to become at once 
professors of mathematics ; still we hope to broaden their cul-
ture somewhat by educating a set of faculties hitherto entirely 
neglected, and we see no good reason why this may not be done. 
Physical geography, astronomy and English composition have al-
so recently become standard studies in this school, and the scholars 
•take great interest in pursuing them. Another year, classes may 
be formed in chemistry and other natural sciences, if the scholars re-
main in the school. W e regret exceedingly that so many of the pu-
pils find it desirable to leave the high school so early in life as they 
do. Could they be persuaded to remain a year or two longer, much 
valuable instruction might be given them in other studies. For in-
stance, they might be taught something of the principles and con-
ditions of government in the town, county and state ; something of 
what belongs to good citizenship, and many other things that would 
fit young persons to act more intelligently on entering life at majori-
ty. "In the education of the people lies the safety of the Repub-
lic," and we are of opinion that more of this education than is 
now given, may be obtained in our common schools ; provided 
the scholars are permitted to remain there and receive it. The 
examinations at the close of the spring and fall terms, occupied 
one day each, and that at close of the winter term two full days. 
The recitations then were generally conducted by topics, each 
scholar drawing his topics by lot, and were a review of the work 
done during the year. A thorough familiarity with all the les-
sons gone over, is the rule ; and the examinations satisfied the 
large number who were present that the work done had been done 
faithfully and well. So long as our high school continues to give 
us results like those witnessed at these examinations, so long, w e 
doubt not, it will have your earnest and hearty support. 
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E X A M I N A T I O N O F T E A C H E R S . 
In accordance with the rules adopted three years ago, all per-
sons desiring to become teachers in the primary schools are re-
quired to present themselves for examination as to their profi-
ciency in the several studies required by law, and as to their ability 
to teach and to govern the pupils committed to their care. 
Since the adoption of this rule, the number of applications for 
such positions has become somewhat smaller than formerly, still 
we have had, as yet, no difficulty in securing a sufficient number 
of teachers. Our practice has been to supply as many schools as 
possible with resident teachers, selected from those examined, be-
cause we desire to encourage our young people to qualify them-
selves for the position, and we presume the same practice will be 
continued in the future. 
T E A C H E R S ' M E E T I N G S 
were held semi-monthly for some considerable time after the last 
Institute was held here, but unfortunately the attendance grew less 
and less, and, very much to our regret, they were finally discontin-
ued. These meetings are almost indispensable to the success of 
young teachers, and are valuable to all. W e hope the next corps 
of teachers will be able to re-establish and maintain them, at least 
once a month. 
T H E S C H O O L A C C O M M O D A T I O N S 
are amply sufficient for our present needs, and with the excep-
tion of the building on Main St., all the school houses are in such 
good condition that only minor repairs will probably be required 
for several years to come. 
The expenses for all the ordinary repairs can be paid from the • 
school funds, without any special appropriation therefor. 
The upper room in the school building at the Basin Mills, (for 
finishing which four hundred and fifty- dollars were appropria-
ted 'last spring,) was finished in season to be occupied in the fall, 
at a cost of four hundred and thirty-five dollars. 
THE EXPENDITURES 
for the year have been as follows: 
Pay roll of teachers 
Fuel, and its preparation. 
All other expenses 
Last year bills paid this year.. 
$4,135 00 
184 27 
268 90 
36 80 
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C A R E O F S C H O O L H O U S E S . 
During the spring and fall terms, each teacher has entire care 
of her school room, opening the same fifteen minutes before 
school time, in person. During the winter, boys are hired for the 
purpose of building fires, and taking care generally. The person 
in charge of the high school building, does all the sweeping, 
dusting, etc., during all the terms ; and the building is kept closed 
till the arrival of the teachers. The items of expenditure for 
school purposes will be found, in detail, in the report of the 
selectmen. 
COMPARISON OF SUMMARIES. 
SPRING TERM. 
1874-5. 1875-6. 
Number registered 478 420 
Average attendance 407 365 
Number not absent 147 94 
Instances of tardiness 1006 660 
"dismissal 168 217 
F A L L T E R M . 
Number registered 472 449 
Average attendance 402 381 
Number not absent 100 98 
Instances of tardiness 855 682 
" "dismissal 213 292 
W I N T E R T E R M . 
Number registered 391 452 
Average attendance 341 383 
Number not absent 91 75 
Instances of tardiness 963 1013 
" " dismissal 246 296 
Total expenditure for schools $4,588 17 
Number ofdifferent scholars attending school during the year 676 
Total cost per scholar $6 78 3-4 
In conclusion, we commend our public schools to your kindest 
care and attention, believing that at the close of this, the first cen-
tury of our national existence, great progress has been made to-
wards the proper education of all the youth of our land in them ; 
and that what our next centennial will be, or whether, indeed, our 
posterity will have one worth celebrating, depends largely upon 
the work done in the school room. Our thanks are due to Messrs. 
Walker, of the Basin Mills, for generous donations towards 
building the new school house at that place last year, also for 
valuable services rendered during the past winter in securing a 
larger attendance than formerly upon the schools there ; to mem-
bers of the faculty of the State College far loans, from time to time, 
of apparatus belonging to the College, and to the many citizens, 
and others who have kindly contributed to the success of the several 
schools. Respectfully submitted. 
S A M U E L L I B B E Y . 
E L I J A H W Y M A N . 
E D G A R E . R I N G . 
